2017 McNair Summer Reading List
A Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord.
When her blind dog slips his collar,
twelve-year old Lily meets Salma
Santiago, a young Hispanic girl
whose migrant family are in Maine for
the blueberry-picking season, and,
based partly on their mutual love of
dogs, the two forge a friendship while
painting bee boxes for Lily's grandfather--but as the
Blueberry Queen pageant approaches Lily and
Selma are confronted with some of the hard truths
of prejudice and migrant life.
As Brave As You by Jason
Reynolds
"When two brothers decide to prove
how brave they are, everything
backfires--literally"--.

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate
"A story about a homeless boy and
his imaginary friend that proves in
unexpected ways that friends matter,
whether real or imaginary"--.

Fish In A Tree by Lynda Mullaly
Hunt
"Ally's greatest fear is that everyone
will find out she is as dumb as they
think she is because she still doesn't
know how to read"--.

Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar
Tamaya Dhilwaddi and Marshall
Walsh walk to and from school
together since elementary school. But
their routine is disrupted when bully
Chad Wilson starts a fight with
Marshall. To avoid Chad, Marshall
and Tamaya take a shortcut home through the offlimits woods. They are soon lost, and they find
trouble. More trouble than anyone could imagine.

Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes
Preferring science and reading to the
sports his father wants him to play,
Garvey comforts himself with food
and endures bullying before joining
the school chorus, where he learns
how to accept himself and bond with
his father.
Ghost by Jason Reynolds
"Ghost, a naturally talented runner
and troublemaker, is recruited for an
elite middle school track team. He
must stay on track, literally and
figuratively, to reach his full potential."

Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly
Regan Barnhill
An epic fantasy about a young girl
raised by a witch, a swamp monster,
and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who
must unlock the powerful magic
buried deep inside her.
Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz
"A peasant girl and her holy
greyhound, an oblate on a mission
from his monastery, and a young
Jewish boy travel across medieval
France to escape persecution and
save holy texts from being burned"--.
Land of Forgotten Girl by Erin
Entrada Kelly
Abandoned by their father and living
in poverty with their heartless
stepmother in Louisiana, two sisters
from the Philippines, twelve-year-old
Sol and six-year-old Ming, learn the
true meaning of family.
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David
Anderson
Loving their gifted teacher, who
makes them feel like the indignity of
school is somehow worthwhile, three
boys are dismayed when the teacher
falls ill and leaves for the rest of the
school year, a situation that compels them to share
their stories while cutting class and journeying
across town together on a fateful day.

Makoons by Louise Erdrich
Living with their Ojibwe family on the
Great Plains of Dakota Territory in
1866, twin brothers Makoons and
Chickadee must learn to become
buffalo hunters, but Makoons has a
vision that foretells great challenges
that his family may not be able to

The War That Saved My Life by
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
A young disabled girl and her brother
are evacuated from London to the
English countryside during World War
II, where they find life to be much
sweeter away from their abusive
mother.

overcome.
Pax by Sara Pennypacker
When his father enlists in the military
and makes him return his beloved pet
fox to the wild, Peter, who has been
sent to live with his grandfather
hundreds of miles away, embarks on
a journey filled with astonishing
discoveries in order to be reunited with his fox.

When the Sea Turned to Silver by
Grace Lin
When her grandmother is kidnapped,
Pinmei, accompanied by her friend
Yishan, embarks on a search for the
Luminous Stone That Lights the
Night, which she intends to give the
cruel Tiger Emperor in exchange for her
grandmother.

Raymie Nightingale by Kate
DiCamillo
Hoping that if she wins a local beauty
pageant her father will come home,
Raymie practices twirling a baton and
performing good deeds as she is
drawn into an unlikely friendship with
a drama queen and a saboteur.

Wild Robot by Peter Brown
Roz the robot discovers that she is
alone on a remote, wild island with no
memory of where she is from or why
she is there, and her only hope of
survival is to try to learn about her
new environment from the island's
hostile inhabitants.

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M.
Draper
When a burning cross set by the Klan
causes panic and fear in 1932
Bumblebee, North Carolina, fifthgrader Stella must face prejudice and
find the strength to demand change
in her segregated town.

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk
"Twelve-year-old Annabelle must
learn to stand up for what's right in
the face of a manipulative and violent
new bully who targets people
Annabelle cares about, including a
homeless World War I veteran"--.

Until I Find Julian by Patricia Reilly
Giff
"Mateo's big brother Julian works in
the United States. When the family
doesn't hear from Julian for a few
weeks, Mateo sneaks out and
journeys north to find him, crossing
the border with the help of a new friend, Angel"--.
Unusual Chickens For The
Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly
Jones
Through a series of letters, Sophie
Brown, age twelve, tells of her
family's move to her Great Uncle
Jim's farm, where she begins taking
care of some unusual chickens with help from
neighbors and friends.

